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rebuffed the merchants when they backed up the Breckinridge pro-
posal with a promise of a $200,000 campaign fund. However, their state
committee left the door open; Richmond, Cagger, and a man of their
choice were empowered to continue the trading.
They found the mercantile $200,000 a pleasant prospect and, after
some consultation with the businessmen, consented to a mass meeting
organized by the merchants. Here, as planned, a committee of fifteen
was designated to arrange fusion. This committee suggested seven
instead of ten Breckinridge electors and one instead of two Breckin-
ridge state officers. After some haggling and switching of personnel,
the electoral division was agreed to; but there was no meeting of minds
on the state offices. The Bell group was then drawn into a three-way
deal, in negotiations stretching from the 3rd to the 9th October for an
electoral ticket of eighteen Douglas, ten Bell, and seven Breckinridge
men. The new ticket was formally and promptly launched at a grand
ratification rally at Cooper Union. Fusion on the electors had been
achieved at the eleventh hour. Even then Cobb was certain that the
Douglasites didn't want to win; and ex-Governor Seymour of Connecti-
cut declared that the Regency was primarily interested in getting Schell
out of the customhouse, which the election of Lincoln would accomplish.
The checkbooks, however, were at last opened, and $50,000 was hastily
sent upstate.29
After Vermont and Maine the next in the series of calamities befell
the Democracy in the second week in October, when the Pennsylvania,
Indiana, and Ohio state elections wrote their lesson. The Democratic
state tickets were smashed; even Foster in Pennsylvania could not
withstand the tide. But as the returns were studied one encouraging
fact stood out: there had been a net gain of five Democratic Congress-
men, three in Ohio and two in Pennsylvania, and the possibility of a
Republican House seemed to be fading.30
These elections spurred final desperate efforts. Fusion was again at-
tempted. In Pennsylvania the state committee made one more effort
to get the Douglas ticket to withdraw, and the Douglas committee ac-
quiesced; but it availed little because the Philadelphia Forney clique
continued to support this slate. Forney was on the threshold of the
Republican party, and this policy^ he may have thought, would not